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PEOPLE

MSU-MERIDIAN ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSOR NAMED TO 
COUNCIL FOR THE STUDY OF 
COMMUNITY COLLEGES



















James Sobaskie, 11-year 
associate professor in the 
Department of Music, 
recently was invited to serve 
as a grant reviewer for the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities.

Sobaskie, whose research 
centers on Franz Schubert, an early 
Romantic era composer who lived in 
Vienna, and on the music of Gabriel Fauré, a late-Romantic/
early Modern era composer who lived in Paris, will serve on a 
four-member panel that evaluates proposals for the National 
Endowment for the Humanities’ Summer Stipend competition.

�e competition attracts well over 800 applications per 
year from individual scholars in many humanities fields, 
funding around 9% of these, with awards up to a maximum of 
$6,000, which serve to support the creation of books, articles, 
translations, editions and other scholarly products. Out of the 
thirty-three applications, Sobaskie will evaluate only three or 
four will be funded. �e four members of the music-focused 
panel will evaluate proposals that are either musicological, 
ethnomusicological or musically educational in some way.

“Serving on the NEH music panel is an honor, but it 
also represents a valuable educational experience.  I evaluate 
articles and special issue proposals on the editorial board of 
Nineteenth-Century Music Review, and I’ve served on the 
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For Meridian native Mayah Emerson, 
choosing Mississippi State wasn’t a hard 
decision. In fact, she’ll tell anyone who 

will listen that it was her only choice.
“Mississippi State was the only place that I 

actually finej
0 -1L application,” Emerson said, 
smiling. “I knew I want0 -to go-to college here, 











friends she made at Mississippi State who shared 
a similar memory: one of Sydney coming up to 
them and introducing herself with a simple “My 
name is Sydney Robbins. I don’t know anyone 
here. Do you want to be my friend?” Several of the 
cards began with how beautiful and meaningful 
Sydney’s friendship was.

�at simple question earned Sydney countless 
friends in her sorority, Chi Omega, and beyond. 
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RESEARCH

MSU’s College of Education hosted 
Dr. Brent Ruby, director of the Center 
for Work, Physiology and Exercise 
Metabolism at the University of 
Montana, as the keynote speaker for the 
college’s 11th annual research forum.

Ruby received his Ph.D. in exercise 
science from the University of New 
Mexico and serves as the director of 
the Human Performance Laboratory at 
the University of Montana. Ruby and 
the research staff at Montana WPEM, 
as it is also known, work to facilitate a 
better understanding of applied human 
physiology using aggressive laboratory 
and field study designs. �rough his 
research success and application of the 
research to real life, Ruby has garnered 
the respect of faculty, those in military 
service, civilians at the U.S. Department 
of Defense, the wildland fire community, 
and undergraduate and graduate 
students. His work has a wide-ranging 
spectrum, from simple undergraduate 
projects to in-depth research designs 
wd studysnct of facul8scihB9 ( )ysnct of fa 
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DEPARTMENT OF COUNSELING, EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY AND FOUNDATIONS FINDS 
PLACE AT JOHNS HOPKINS

�e moment Hallie Smith stepped on 
to campus she knew that Mississippi 
State University and the Department of 
Counseling, Educational Psychology and 
Foundations was the place for her.

“Off all the programs I applied for 
and interviewed with, I felt a sense of peace 
and belonging when I visited the campus and 
interviewed with the faculty. Although it was the 
furthest from home, I felt that I would get the training 
and experience I needed not only with psychology, but what applied 
behavior analysis,” Smith said.

Smith, a 2017 graduate and licensed clinical psychologist and 
behavior analyst in the Pediatric Feeding Disorders Program at the 
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SERVICE

MSU-MERIDIAN TO 
GRADUATE SIX IN FIRST 
COHORT OF PANTA 
STUDENTS

Six Mississippi State U:(S)6ersit S 


























