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Book Co-Authored By MSU Professor 
Tells New Stories Of School Desegregation
Through Mississippians’ Eyes 

A new book published by a Mississippi State faculty 
member re�ects on a yet untold perspective of the Civil 
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Mississippi State assistant 
professor Kasee Stratton-

Gadke, an internationally recognized 
children’s disabilities scholar, is the new 
director of the university’s T.K. Martin 
Center for Technology and Disability.







MSU Mississippi Excellence in 
Teaching Program Announces 
Newest Cohort

Thirty-one Mississippi State 
University students are new 

scholarship recipients in one of the 
state’s most prestigious teacher education 
programs.

Housed in the university’s College of 
Education, the Mississippi Excellence 
in Teaching Program, or METP, is a 
collaborative endeavor with the University 
of Mississippi. �e scholarship includes 
full tuition, with room, board and books, 
a $1,000 technology stipend, and a fully 
funded national or study-abroad experience. 
�e award is available to students majoring 
in secondary mathematics, secondary 
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MSU’S 
BLACKBOURN 
selected for 
Harvard University 
Leadership Institute







MSU’S WORLD CLASS 
TEACHING PROGRAM 

CELEBRATES PROFESSIONALS 
EARNING NATIONAL BOARD 

CERTIFICATION

�e World Class Teaching Program at Mississippi State is celebrating new board-certi�ed 
teachers who were honored recently at a spring pinning ceremony.

MSU’s World Class Teaching Program began in 1996 to support and guide teachers as they 
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MSU-MERIDIAN 
RECEIVES GRANT 
TO TRAIN TEACHERS 
IN FIRST STATE-RUN 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM

Mississippi State University-Meridian is playing a pivotal role in a new 
teacher training program that is the �rst state-run initiative of its kind in 
the United States.

�e free, two-year program is designed to recruit underserved students 
to complete a Bachelor of Science in elementary education, which then 
makes the new college graduates eligible to teach any subject in kindergarten 
through 6th grade; English, computer science, mathematics, science and 
social studies in 7th and 8th grade; and special education in kindergarten 
through 8th grade.

BRANDI SUMRALL, MSU-Meridian MTR co-director of special 
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T wo Mississippi State University leaders, Elton 
Moore and Michele McDonnall, were recognized 
with prestigious honors from the American 

Foundation for the Blind for their impactful work in the 
blindness and low vision �eld.

Elton Moore, retired MSU College of Education 
associate dean and professor who also is a former director 
of the MSU-based National Research and Training Center 
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SERVICE

MSU ONLINE 
PROGRAMS 
ONCE AGAIN HIGHLY 
RANKED BY U.S. NEWS 
& WORLD REPORT

Mississippi State University College of Education’s 
distance education programs are recognized in the 2019 
U.S. News & World Report online programs rankings, 
with three programs ranking in the top 50 nationally in 
the analysis released on Tuesday, January 15, 2019.
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I’m excited to see this book in print and motivated to complete 
my next project – a book on the music of Gabriel Fauré.”

Sobaskie holds a bachelor’s and master’s in music from the 
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis and a doctorate in 
music from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Currently, 
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just about what you look like, but it’s also about your heart for 
service and community outreach and academic success,” Leah 
said. “Once I really understood that, I was like ‘I can do that.’ 
So I gave it a shot and have been really excited to �nd success 
in it.”

Boyd explains that the Miss MSU pageant is unique 
from other pageants in the local system for Miss Mississippi 
because winners aren’t just representing themselves, but their 
university. Like all local system competitions, a lot is going on 
that audiences don’t see. �e Miss MSU pageant contains a 
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Preschools similar to Project IMPACT are far and few 
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RESEARCH

Mississippi State University has been awarded 
a seven-year, $27.9 million grant to prepare 
low-income students to enter and succeed in 

postsecondary education.
�e funding is through the U.S. Department of Education’s 

Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs (GEAR UP) grant program. �e grant will support 
students in the Greenville, McComb and Meridian public 
school districts and provide bene�ts for high school students 
aspiring to attend college across Mississippi.
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Faculty-guided student research was 
in the spotlight when Mississippi 
State’s College of Education held 

its 12th annual research forum near the 
conclusion of the spring semester.
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